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1.    Calendula officinalis Linn. Sp. PL (1753) 921.
Annual, erect, hispidly pubescent; stem 30-45 cm., eorymbosely
branched above. Leaves 2.5-7.5 cm., acute, often hispid on both
surfaces; lower leaves spathulate quite entire, upper lanceolate base
cordate-amplexicaul toothed or subentire. Heads terminal, 5 cm.
diam. and under; involucral bracts 6 mm., incurved and appressed
to the ripe achenes; ligules many, bright orange yellow, 3-toothed,
tube hairy. Achenes longer than die involucre, all curved boat-
shaped dorsally muricate not beaked, outer larger ventrally crested,
scarcely beaked.
Distribution     Mediterranean—Introduced   in  India   and  run  wild.
In Europe, the leaves are considered resolvent and diaphoretic;
the flowers are held stimulant, antispasrnodic, emrnenagogue.
A decoction of the flowers is employed by country people in
England as a posset drink in measles and smallpox; and the expressed
fresh juice proves a useful remedy against costiveness, as well as
for jaundice, and suppression of the monthly flow.
The plant has been considered also of service for scrofulous
children, when given to them as a salad.
One of the flowers if nibbed on any part recently stung by a
bee or wasp will quickly relieve it.
Druggists now make a medicinal tincture which is advised as a
sudorific stimulant in low fevers, and to relieve spasms, A saturated
tincture of the flowers, when mixed with water, promotes the cure of
contusions, wounds, and simple sores or ulcers; also the extract will
allay chronic vomiting. One drop of the tincture with two grains
of powdered borax when sprayed into the ear is very useful if a
discharge has become established therefrom.
The plant, especially its flowers, was used on a larfe^ scale by
the American surgeons to treat wounds and injuries sustained during
the last civil war, and obtained their warmest commendation.* It
quite prevented all exhausting suppurative discharges and drainings.
The plant is signally valued for healing wounds, ulcers,, burns,
and other breaches of the skin surface; it is a precious vulnerary.

